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PAT Lam is looking 
to boost his Bristol 
squad after suffering 
more injury prob-
lems during yester-
day’s victory over Ex-
eter at Ashton Gate.

Lam, who had to halt 
a training session last 
week because 15 backs 
were unable to take 
part, lost wing Josh Car-
rington and centre Jack 
Bates to head injuries.

They will miss Friday’s 
Prem match at Glouces-
ter as will, probably, out-

side-half  Tom Jordan who 
faces a disciplinary hear-
ing after a 20-minute red 
card for a dangerous tack-
le and, possibly, England 
prop Ellis Genge who 
went off  with a leg injury.

“We are seeing who is 
out there,” said Lam, the 
club’s director of  rugby, 
who has seen four backs, 
Harry Randall, Gabriel 
Ibitoye, AJ MacGinty and 
Joe Jenkins undergo sur-
gery already this month.

On the Genge injury, 
Lam said: “He took a 
knock on his shin and has 
ice on it. ”

He added: “I have never 
known anything like this 

ED Slater has urged the 
government to increase 
funding for research into 
motor neurone disease 
after England 2003 World 
Cup winner Lewis Moody 
revealed that he is suffer-
ing with the illness. 

Slater, the former 
Leicester and Gloucester 
second row who was diag-
nosed with MND in 2022, 
said: “We need govern-
ments and major institu-
tions to step up, fast-track 
treatments and support 
people living with MND 
properly. Every year we 
delay, more people lose 
their voices, their inde-
pendence and their lives. 
It’s that simple.

“Fundraising helps fill 
the gaps but it shouldn’t 
be up to families and 
friends or the public to 
fund basic progress. I 
don’t have a specific mes-
sage for Lewis other than 
I am absolutely here for 
you, whenever that is. 
He’s a tremendous guy 
with a wonderful family.”

in my coaching career. 
We are only in the third 
week of  the season but 
training will be as light 
as it normally is at the 
end of  a campaign.”

Argentina three-quar-
ter Matias Moroni was at 
Ashton Gate after joining 
on a short-term loan and 
is set to be involved at 
Gloucester. Lam said: “He 
has 93 Argentina caps 
and has Premiership ex-
perience with Leicester 
and Newcastle. It is not 
a case of  how many play-
ers we are looking for but 
who can make a differ-
ence and he will.”

Slater calls 
for more 
research 
into MND
nBy SAM                            

JACKSON

nBy PAUL
REES

Lam: Injury 
crisis the  
worst I’ve 
ever seen 
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Saints on song: 
Fin Smith runs 
in to score in 
Northampton’s 
derby win against 
Leicester Tigers
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Getty Images

Match action - starts Page 8>>

THE BEST COVERAGE FROM ALL THE WEEKEND’S RUGBY £2.50

Issue 891: Sunday, October 12, 2025

Nick Cain - Page 13>Injuries mount - Page 2>

Paper the
CRICKETpaper out EVERY Sunday

From Test match to  village green

ANDY HURRY ON SOMERSET’S WHITE-BALL DOMINANCE • P32

£3    Issue 437
Sunday, October 5, 2025

FAST & NASTYHow Josh Tongue drove Notts to the title 
page 24

Harman-McGowan
Edwards’ brittle 
new broom page 23   

Hopkins
Pears’ glorious 
ODC win page 26   

END-OF-SEASON HIGHS AND 
LOWS FOR EVERY COUNTY pages 3-20

WATCH OUT 
FOR OUR ASHES 
SPECIAL ISSUE 

OUT ON 16 
NOVEMBER

LOWS FOR EVERY COUNTY 
Walker
McCullum's England 
mavericks page 22   

Harman-McGowan
Edwards’ brittle 
new broom 

LOWS FOR EVERY COUNTY 

McCullum's England 
Hopkins
Pears’ glorious 
ODC win 

pages 3-20

THAT WAS THE SEASON THAT WAS
As the sun sets on another wonderful season of 

county cricket, we review every team and every competition

RACINGAHEAD
UK & IRELAND’S NO.1 RACING MAGAZINE!

INSIDE:
ALL EYES ON
CHELTENHAM
TIPS & CLUES

++++
BEN MORGAN:
EVERY RACE,
EVERY  DAY

++++
BUDDRY 

BUCKS UP
THE JOCKS

++++
ROLF 

JOHNSON
CALLS FOR A

FRESH SHOUT
++++

PUPPY LOVE!
YOUNG FUN
AT THE DOGS

Jango 
Baie 

MARCH 2026    ISSUE 255 £4.50

gold rush
NICKY HENDERSON’S JANGO BAIE AND BEN 

PAULING’S THE JUKEBOX MAN BATTLE TO 
WRAP the trophy IN RED, WHITE & BLUE

88
page 

Cheltenham
special

FIND THE BEST BETTING SITES FOR THE CHELTENHAM FESTIVAL GRIN IT TO 
WIN IT:
Haji Wright 
celebrates 
his goal in 
Coventry’s 
stunning 5-3 
success

PICTURE: Alamy

JOSH WINDASS: FORGET THE GLITZ, MY FOCUS IS FOOTBALL

Sunday, August 17, 2025, Issue No: 640£2.20 Sunday, August 17, 2025, 

LEAGUE

THE ONLY PAPER FOR THE REAL FOOTBALL FAN

INSIDE:
WATMORE: 
IVANOVIC 
CAN PLAY 
IN PREM

FIVE 
STAR!

LamLampps s gglee aslee as
his Skhis Skyy Blues  Blues 
win a thriller...  win a thriller...  
COVENTY City boss Frank Lampard described his team 
as “fantastic” after they staged a dramatic comeback 
to win an eight-goal thriller at his former club Derby 
County. 

Bobby Thomas, Haji Wright (pen), Brandon Thom-
as-Asante, Ephron Mason-Clark and Victor Torp all net-
ted in a pulsating match which saw the Sky Blues fight 
back from 3-2 down to blitz the Rams. 

“It was a really tough match for us because of  the style 
of  Derby which makes it really difficult and I thought we 
dealt with it brilliantly,” said Lampard.

“One of  the biggest things is that we showed belief  at 
3-2 down. There was a feeling for me that we could still 
do something and the players did it, so it’s one of  my 
favourite games that I’ve had since I’ve been here.”
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FUN TIME: Frank Lampard enjoys his 
side’s display at Derby
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UP, CUP & AWAY: 
Pershore Town’s 
players can’t hide their 
delight after Archie 
Thurston, left, netted 
a late winner against 
Darlaston Town in 
the FA Cup
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ShrimShrimpps on thes on the
brink of closurebrink of closure    

JASON Whittingham has been 
urged to sell Morecambe in 
the next 24 hours or see the 
club go out of business – with 
Culture Secretary Lisa  Nandy
also joining the calls.

A joint-statement from the 
club’s minority shareholders 
and prospective buyers Panjab 
Warriors this week revealed the 
club has no cash in the bank and 
have had to close their academy 
down due to invalid insurance. 

Players and staff  are unable to 
pay for travel, while “parents 
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